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How To Please Everyone
A man and his grandson went on a journey, walking and leading a donkey. Soon they met a man who said, “How foolish for you to be walking. One of you should be riding the donkey.” So the man put his grandson on the animal.
The next traveler they met frowned and said accusingly, “How dreadful for a strong, young boy to be riding while an old man walks.” With that, the boy climbed off the donkey and his grandfather climbed on.
The next person down the road, however, said, “I just can’t believe that a grown man would ride and make a poor little boy walk.” So the man pulled the boy back aboard and off they rode on the donkey together.
That is, until they met the next fellow who screamed, “I never saw anything so cruel in all my life. Two intelligent human beings riding on the poor little scrawny donkey.” They dismounted, picked up the donkey and carried it down the road.
Down the road a piece from there our trio met a couple of men traveling together. When the parties had passed, one of the men turned to the other and said, “Did you ever see two fools carrying a donkey before?”
How to please everyone? Don’t even try! Just try to please God. “For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ,” (Galatians 1:10).
The sooner we learn we cannot live by the conscience of any other man, the better off we will be. Each of us must walk by the rule of faith that comes by hearing the word of God according to (Romans 10:17). We understand James 4:4 to teach that friendship with the world causes us to be the enemy of God.
When it comes to preaching the word, preachers must realize they too must also live by the word. To proclaim something that would just tickle ears and not be in harmony with “the God-breathed word” causes one, even if he were an angel from heaven, to be accursed (Galatians 1:6-9).
We must not confer with men as to the preaching of the word. It has been certified already. Our job is to persuade men to obey it.
As our travelers soon learned, trying to please everyone only led to confusion. Confusion leads to doing something foolish, like carrying your donkey! Or worse yet, confusion leads to the contradictory confusions of denominationalism! Are you carrying your donkey yet?
        Question and/or comments concerning this article are welcomed. Bible correspondence course sent free upon request. Write us at P. O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or 949-4339.
Visit With The Dunlap Church of Christ Which Meets At 15964 Rankin Avenue.
Sunday Morning – 9:30,10:30; Sunday Evening – 6:00; Wednesday Evening 6:30
Watch  “Fabric  of  the  Family”  Sunday  At  6:00  A.M. On  WFLI-TV,  Channel  53.
Watch “Good News  For  Today” Sunday  At  6:30 A.M. On WFLI-TV, Channel   53.
Watch “In Search Of The Lord’s Way” Sunday At 7:00 A.M. On WDEF, Channel 12.
Watch  “Preaching  The  Gospel”  Sunday  At  7:30  A.M.  On  WGBN, Channel  11.
The Gospel Broadcast Network Is Channel 11 On The New Bledsoe Cable System.
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