Back To The Bible
Are You Ready For Judgment Day?
      Time flies when you are having fun, and when miserable moves along quite rapidly too, they say. Life running out is one thought provoking reality for sure. However, where we will be next is attention grabbing too! For honest and reasonable people whose minds are open and receptive to the truth revealed by God there ca to benefit anyone who desire to so be. In my estimation some of the saddest passages you can read are found in the last verses of Matthew 24 and the totality of Matthew 25. 
     Life is “few days, and full of trouble” (Job 14:1). James’ inspired comparison is to a “vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away” (James 4:14). We really cannot do anything about that. We may be able to live a little longer by eating foods that lack the taste of foods that make you live less, but death is an appointment we all must keep (Hebrews 9:27). The only thing that could change that is the Lord’s return before we die. 
     What we need to do is be ready at all times. Without a doubt, some would like for the Lord to come on Sunday mornings during the hour in which the preaching is going on, because then we are with the right crowd (maybe the only time all week). Look briefly at the distinctions in Matthew 24:44-51. Here 2 servants are pictured, one faithful and wise and the other evil. The faithful and wise servant was ready for his master’s return and knew it. In contrast to him, the evil servant was not ready for his master’s return, got surprised, and knew he was not prepared. There are multitudes of people just like these. I have seen and you have also some who were not prepared for death nor the Lord’s return, they knew it as everybody else did too, however the preacher got them saved and in glory somehow. Did he really? Of course not.
    To say something is so when it is the opposite is what? It provides evidence of not knowing better or lack of honesty. In the next chapter we have another category to add to the two already established. The 5 foolish virgins, the one talent man, and those on the left of the Lord all evidence a third category. Each of these thought they were ready, but were unprepared. That has to be the saddest category for sure, and THAT IS THE CATEGORY POPULATED BY THE VAST MAJORITY! Yes, friends, most people consider themselves ready for death or the Lord’s return and they are not! Take a quick quiz.
          1. Are you ready for the Lord’s return or death, whichever comes first?
          2. How do you know?
     Friends, the 5 virgins, 1 talent man, and multitude on the left THOUGHT they were just fine and dandy, prepared and ready. However, they were not ready. That could be referred to as possessing a false hope. Just any old type of hope will not do. Hope is an extension of faith, and faith has the evidence of God’s word supporting it. Hebrews 11 demonstrates those connections. You are not ready just because you feel a certain way. Paul is an example of that (Acts 23:1; 26:9-10). Jesus said that the only ones who are ready are the ones who do the will of the Father which is in heaven (Matthew 7:21-23). Here are the three categories:  (1)  Ready and know it.  (2)  Not ready and know it.  (3) Not ready but not knowing it.
     Someone says, “If one is in the third group they do not know it.” That is right, but they could, can, and should. Whose fault is it? That’s right. It is their fault. In what way? They did not hunger and thirst after righteousness (Matthew 5:6). They didn’t love the truth, therefore less than the truth was accepted (II Thessalonians 2:10-12). They accepted what some preacher taught without investigation (Galatians 1:6-9). They inherited their religion from their parents (Matthew 23:30-31). So do Moslems, Hindus, and atheists. Are they ready? How about you?
     Questions and/or comments concerning this article are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
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