Back To The Bible
Did The Bible Writers Make Errors As Modern Authors Commonly Do?
     No, but consider these human examples. Alexander Cruden produced a concordance of the English Bible. Yet in his volume, Explanations of Scripture Terms, he wrote concerning the whale: “The [whale is the] greatest of the fishes that we know of” (1840, 366). He erred. Actually, the whale is a mammal, and not a fish.
     The religion of Islam claims that the Qur’an is inspired of God. Clearly, however, it is not. For instance, the Qur’an suggests that the human fetus results from “sperm” (no mention of an egg) that changes into “a clot of congealed blood,” which then becomes bones, later to be covered with flesh (Sura 23:14). This is hardly an accurate description of fetal development.
     The Book of Mormon is revered by the Later-Day Saints. It purports to be an infallible revelation from God given to Joseph Smith Jr. by an angel. Whoever composed the narrative, however, blundered more than once (one is tempted to say he lapsed into a coma). In Alma 7:10 it is said that Jesus Christ was born in Jerusalem. But, as every schoolchild should know, the Lord was born in that “little town of Bethlehem” (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1). The Spirit of God makes no such mistakes. 
     Again, according to the Book of Mormon, a man by the name of Nephi was using a “compass” to find his direction in the sixth century B.C. (I Nephi 16:10; II Nephi 5:12). It is well known, of course, that the mariner’s compass was not in use until at least a thousand years after the birth of Christ. This is an embarrassing anachronism in Mormonism’s “sacred” book.
     Joseph Smith Jr. also taught that there are people living on the moon. According to Smith, they were six feet tall, dressed like Quakers, and had a lifespan of 1,000 years (Oliver Hunington, Young Woman’s Journal, 3, 1892, 263). Brigham Young, Smith’s successor, when asked about this matter, concurred suggesting that such beings lived on the sun as well (Journal of Discourses, XIII, 271).
     Mary Baker Eddy founded the Christian Science movement. She produced a book, Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, which she claimed was co-authored by God. Mrs. Eddy wrote: “Man is not matter, made up of brains, blood, bones, and other material elements…Man is spiritual and perfect; and because of this, he must be so understood in Christian Science…Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death” (475). In spite of her denial of human mortality, she died in 1910.
     This failure is also observable and provable whenever people write articles for the local newspapers and other publications as well. It is therefore incumbent upon each of us to examine whatever is said in the light of Scripture. More often than not, that which is stated as if it were true is as Scriptural and reasonable as a race of humans living on the sun and moon. In the absence of honest investigation you may end up in worse shape than those drinking the cyanide laced koolaid in Jonestown, Guyana in 1978.
     Question and/or comments concerning this article by Wayne Jackson that I expanded upon are welcomed. Bible correspondence course sent free upon request. Write us at P. O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or 949-4339.
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