Back To The Bible
Does The Bible Still Matter?
     Following the lead-in statement above on the Fox News website the author writes:  "After all the very visible fighting about public displays of religious symbols - from 10 Commandments plaques to graveyard crosses to faith-themed war memorials to holiday manger displays - you might have developed the impression that most Americans don't think the Bible matters today and they like it that way.  You'd be wrong."  Using some research conducted by the American Bible Society this year, what does it show? 
     The majority of Americans (69%) believe the Bible provides answers on how to live a meaningful life.  In addition, 79% consider themselves knowledgeable about the Bible. That at least some of that 79% are obviously mistaken is demonstrated in that 54% were unable to correctly identify the first five books of the Bible, and approximately half of those surveyed didn't know the fundamental difference between the Bible, the Koran and the Book of Mormon.  In fact, 46% of those surveyed believe that these three "religious books" teach the same fundamental truths.  46% said they read the Bible no more than once or twice a year; this in spite of the fact that 85% of households in America possess a copy of a Bible, the average number of Bibles per household being 4.3 copies.   When asked, "Do you believe the Bible contains everything a person needs to live a meaningful life?" it was discovered that older respondents agreed at a much higher rate than did younger respondents.  This is due in no little part to the fact that life's experiences of the older generations have proven the value of the Bible's wisdom in addressing those situations.   The author of the article then raises a most interesting question:  "If Americans believe in the value of reading and applying the Bible, why don't more of us do so?"  The answer, according to those surveyed was simply, they "never had enough time to read it."  Is it really a matter of time?   
     I suppose it is possible that some may never have had the time to read the Bible, but it is not because they don't have enough time; it is rather that they have filled their lives with those things that are far less important and thus squeeze the essential out while allowing the frivolous and unimportant to flourish. At the rate of 1 hour read per day, in 2 months and 10 days the entire Bible could be read. Business men, housewives, children with homework, retired men and women, etc. have all managed to read the Bible on a regular basis. Do you?
     Questions and/or comments concerning this article are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423)949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
Visit With The Dunlap Church of Christ Which Meets At 15964 Rankin Avenue.
Sunday Morning – 9:30,10:30; Sunday Evening – 6:00; Wednesday Evening  6:30
Watch  “Fabric  of  the  Family”  Sunday  At  6:00  A.M. On  WFLI-TV,  Channel 53.
Watch “Good News  For  Today” Sunday  At  6:30 A.M. On WFLI-TV, Channel   53.
Watch “In Search Of The Lord’s Way” Sunday At 7:00 A.M. On WDEF, Channel 12.
Watch  “Preaching  The  Gospel”  Sunday  At  7:30  A.M.  On  WGBN, Channel  11.
The Gospel Broadcast Network Is Channel 11 On The New Bledsoe Cable System.


