Back To The Bible
“Dude Looks Like A Lady”
     Back in the late 1980’ Aerosmith released a song entitled “Dude Looks Like A Lady.” The lyrics of the song describe a man that looks like a woman, probably intending for us to assume the man is a drag queen. Even the original music video shows several scenes of transvestites which reaffirms our suspicions about the meaning of the song. If people thought the song was a silly jab at something that would never stick as a practice, they were wrong. The changes in our culture are not just ushering in the acceptance of homosexuality, but the popularity of transgenderism too. Can you remember the first time you heard Bruce Jenner’s name? At the 1976 Summer Olympics in Montreal, Jenner won a gold medal and broke a world record, scoring 8,634 points in the decathlon. An American hero, he was on Wheaties cereal box, commercials, game shows, appearances on TV shows, and a regular spot on the very popular Chips television program as a member of the California highway patrol. But his recent decision to change his sexual identity is the way people will remember him, burying all of his former accomplishments under it.
     On April 15, 2015 he revealed in a 20/20 interview with Diane Sawyer that he had been in transition for many years. When Sawyer asked if he considered himself a woman, he said, “Yes, for all intents and purposes, I am a woman.” His high profile name has elevated the rhetoric over transgenderism and sexual identity, especially with the release of his cover photo on Vanity Fair scantily clad with the “Call me Caitlyn” caption. Since Christians should have an answer, a reasonable and scriptural response (I Peter 3:15), how do we respond to this issue?
     First, we are immeasurably sad that some people suffer this mental crisis. Perhaps there are some that desire a change in gender out of purely selfish or sinister reasons, but many have a history of abuse and neglect that sparks the initial confusion. We should pray for these people and reach out with the only true hope, the salvation in Christ Jesus through the Gospel (Romans 5:6-10). God does not author confusion; He authors peace (I Cor.14:33). We should have the same compassion as our Lord on people drowning in sin (Matt.9:35-38).     
     Second, transgenderism is a false concept and based largely on a postmodern view of the world that says we shape our own reality. Reality is objective, and none of us can change what is fact simply because we want something different. Men will always be men and women will always be women. A person may change appearance or adopt a different label, but that person’s gender will be the same as it was at conception. All people are either male or female (Matt.19:4), and that sexual identity cannot be changed spiritually, medically, or otherwise. Therefore Christians cannot endorse or justify such behavior. 
     Third, the Bible clearly warns men and women not to pursue another gender identity. Under the Law of Moses God forbade women from trying to look like men (Deut.22:5). In the New Testament the same principle appears. God through Paul listed “effeminate” (men trying to act like women) as an unrighteous activity (I Cor.6:9-11). Clearly God takes this issue seriously, and we should too.
     As much as Bruce Jenner wants to change his sexual identity, in the end he is still a “dude.” We haven’t seen the last of this issue, and Jenner’s recent attention is likely to move transgenderism to the forefront of the civil rights movement (alongside other sexual perversions). We must hold fast the pattern of sound words (II Tim.1:13) and be the bedrock of truth God expects us to be (I Tim. 3:15)---especially in a world that is attempting to blur the lines between good and evil.
     Questions and/or comments concerning this adapted article by David B. Smith are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423)949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
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