Back to The Bible
Are You Being Stingy With The Riches Of The Golden Rule?
“Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.”  Matthew 7:12
     The above verse is what is often called The Golden Rule, also known to ethicists as the law of reciprocity. This was not a new command that Jesus was giving the Jews. Rather, it was a restating from Jesus to the Jews of a command that God had given earlier, that of love for neighbor according to our love for ourselves (Cf. Leviticus 19:18). 
     The Golden Rule is truly golden, in that it enriches our existence with a mutual respect and treatment of each other that would be absent otherwise. Dog-eat-dog is a miserable, stressing existence. In fact, our current times are often this way. When it is considered, perhaps this lack of treating each other with consideration of one of Christ’s richest commands is at the heart of this. As Jesus has given us a vast wealth with the Golden Rule, we should ask ourselves, are we being stingy with the treasure of this rule? Consider some of the places in which we might forget this concept in our lives. 
     How often do you think of it when you go out to eat? It has been said by the servers in our restaurants that sometimes the worst customers are on Sundays. Are we ever rude to our waitresses or cashiers because the line is long or service is slower due to more customers? 
     Are you sharing the wealth of the Golden Rule while behind the wheel? Traffic jams can be very frustrating. Yes, it is rude for somebody to cut you off or to drive erratically. Yet, I am unaware of an exception given by the Son of God for travel. 
     What about when you go shopping? Are you polite to others? Do you show patience? How many horrible occurrences have we heard of occurring during things like Black Friday? What about in the parking lot? Un-Christian driving behavior in the parking lot is bad just like rudeness and unsafe behavior on the road.
     What about when you speak to others on Facebook or Twitter? Social media makes it all too easy to say something very cutting to somebody with a few keystrokes. Yet, once the Enter button is pushed, that thought is out there, possibly ruining somebody’s day. Would you want to have somebody talk to you like that to your face?
     We have been given a very rich basic principle to guide our everyday lives. Do not be greedy with that wealth. Treat people how you want to be treated in all aspects. Take time to think about what you do, and consider how you would feel if it were being done to you. How much better a world we would be in if people did so?  
     Questions and/or comments concerning this article by Peter Wesson are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423)949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
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