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The Value Of Truth
     AS JESUS STOOD BEFORE HIM, Pontius Pilate derisively asked Him, “What is truth?” (John 18: 38). In the previous verse, Jesus had said that His mission in coming to the earth was to “bear witness to the truth,” thus prompting Pilate’s question. “What is truth and why is it so valuable that Jesus gave up heaven and came to earth to bear witness to it?” are questions worthy of our consideration. Even though Pilate was not sincere when he posed his question, we must be for our attitude toward truth determines our eternal destiny.
“What Is Truth?”
     Truth is the veritable essence of a matter. When it comes to life, God is truth for He is the fountain of life. He is man’s creator. Being divine, truth is His nature. Hebrews 6:18 says it is impossible for Him to lie. When Jesus said He came to bear witness of the truth (John 18:37), it was to bear witness of God. The apostle Paul condemned the Gentiles because they had “exchanged the truth of God for a lie” (Romans 1:25).
     In bearing witness of God, Jesus bore witness of Himself for He is God (Matthew 1:23). Being God, He claimed to be “the truth” (John 14:6). Ephesians 4:21 states that “truth is in Jesus.” As He prayed to the Father in behalf of His disciples, Jesus identified the word of God as truth (John 17:17). Since God by nature cannot lie, whatever He speaks is truth. Since Jesus is God’s exclusive spokesman today (Hebrews 1:1-2), His word, the gospel, is truth. Galatians 2:5 says that the apostle Paul and his companions did not yield to false brethren in order that the “truth of the gospel might continue with you.” We can therefore conclude that truth originated with God, was manifested in and was  borne witness to by His Son and is found today in His word, the gospel.
“Why Is Truth So Valuable?”
     There are many reasons the truth of God, the gospel, is very valuable. The following are but representative of a much longer list.
    • Truth makes one free from sin. John 8:31-32, recording the words of Jesus, states, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” When one believes the truth of God as revealed in the gospel (John 8:24) and acts upon that belief by being obedient to the commands of God for the salvation of the soul (Romans 6:17-18), he is freed from the guilt of his sins and the penalty for them (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:23).
    • Truth sanctifies a person—sets him apart from the worldly and puts him in fellowship with God (John 17:17). To belong to God and be an heir to His promises, one must believe and obey His truth.
    • Truth purifies one’s soul (1 Peter 1:22). With his obedience to the truth, one has all his sins remitted and he becomes sinless and pure in the eyes of God.
    • Truth saves one eternally (James 1:21). Every person needs to heed the advice James gives in this passage and become a humble recipient of the word of God. One receives the word by being both a “hearer” and a “doer” of it (James 1:25), i.e., he believes what the word says and obeys what it commands.
Conclusion
    Only one of two possibilities exist for the honest person confronted by truth. Either he/she will accept the truth or he/she will become dishonest. Which describes you?  Is the truth of God valuable to you? If so, you need to live by it. Why not start living by it today? Questions and/or comments concerning this article are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423)949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
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