Back To The Bible
Who Is Going To Heaven? #1
     It is a sad day indeed when the consideration of such a question as we will be examining for a few weeks could be viewed as less than an honorable one. Thus we live in a sad day. Who wants something so personal to be discussed? In an age of “political correctness,” brazen individuality, and that laughable supposed tolerance, many never consider that there are provably right answers and wrong answers to such a question as who is actually going to heaven. There is no doubt but that modern man is afflicted with a woeful ignorance of the very word of the God, the revelation given him by He Who created and sustains him. This lack of knowledge is self-imposed, a spiritual suicide, cutting people off from their responsibility to “receive with meekness the engrafted (implanted) word, which is able to save your souls,” (James 1:21). Could anything be clearer than Paul’s admonition to Christians in Ephesus, “See then that ye walk circumspectly (diligently, exactly), not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is,” (Ephesians 5:15-17). Whether we realize it or not, this is your obligation and mine. 
     Who is going to heaven? Let Jesus provide us with the foundation for this series of lessons. Hear Him: 
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works. And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity,”(Matthew 7:21-23).
     Questions and/or comments concerning this article are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
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Watch “Good News  For  Today” Sunday  At  6:30 A.M. On WFLI-TV, Channel   53.
Watch “In Search Of The Lord’s Way” Sunday At 7:00 A.M. On WDEF, Channel 12.
Watch  “Preaching  The  Gospel”  Sunday  At  7:30  A.M.  On  WGBN, Channel  11.
The Gospel Broadcast Network Is Channel 11 On The New Bledsoe Cable System.
















Back To The Bible
Who Is Going To Heaven? #2
     Who is going to heaven? Let Jesus provide us with the foundation for this series of lessons. Would you be so kind as to hear Him? 
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works. And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity,”(Matthew 7:21-23).
     It is beneficial to observe that the preceding verses, the context of these words, contain Jesus’ observation and affirmation concerning some facts many refuse to admit. Good trees produce good fruit and evil trees produce evil fruit. Good trees cannot bring forth wicked fruit and a corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit. He is not talking about apples and peaches either. He is talking about the difference between truth and false doctrine. A person can be saved by the truth, but nobody can be saved by that which is not true, by error, by false doctrine. False doctrine and error are produced by bad trees, false teachers. Jesus says we can know the type of tree by the fruit produced. If anyone teaches other than Jesus on “who is going to heaven” that individual is a bad tree producing evil fruit. Do you believe Jesus?  (Matthew 7:17-20). Is one tree just as good as another? We better know better than that per Jesus’ very words!
     Who is going to heaven? Jesus clearly says, “Not every one…,” (Matthew 7:21). You mean everybody is not going to heaven? Does the death of the body purify the soul? Some evidently think so. Sadly, many are so gullible, naïve, and void of the simple knowledge of the basic matters of truth that they erroneously think everybody is going to heaven. From where did such an idea come? A few verses earlier Jesus had said, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it,” (Matthew 7:13,14). If you were going to say that few would be saved and most would be lost could you improve on the way that Jesus said it here? Friend, nobody got the idea that everybody is going to heaven from Jesus nor any inspired writer. The doctrine of universal salvation is some of that bad fruit produced by what kind of tree? “Corrupt” is what Jesus said and that is what I am going to call it too. The type of hope that is based upon false doctrine is false hope. Please don’t buy into that when the Lord says different. Who is going to heaven? “Not every one,” Jesus said. Join us next week as we continue to examine heaven’s declaration regarding this subject.
     Questions and/or comments concerning this article are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
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Back To The Bible
Who Is Going To Heaven? #3
     Last week we noted from Jesus’ declaration in Matthew 7:21 that everyone is not going to heaven. Jesus clearly said, “Not every one.” While provision has been made for the salvation of the whole world through the Son, He “tasted death for every man,” (Hebrews 2:9), most will not take advantage of the blessings of salvation from sin and preparation for an eternity above (Matthew 7:13,14). It’s not God’s fault that most choose to remain lost.
    Jesus continued by saying, “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Obviously then, just because an individual refers to the Lord as “the Lord” and says “Lord, Lord” does not mean that such a person is necessarily going to heaven. Again friends, if you were going to say that it took more than calling the Lord’s name to go to heaven, how could you make it any more understandable than Jesus did? What should amaze us is that what many people say will get the job done Jesus says will not get the job done. Jesus said “that is not all there is to it” and man says “that is all there is to it.” Who do you believe to be telling the truth?  It would be comical if it were not so serious, eternally so!
     What Jesus said here reminds us of His question in Luke 6:46 “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” Multiplied millions call Jesus “Lord,” but Jesus said that just because somebody does that does not mean that they are going to heaven. More than that is necessary. That is exactly the point that Jesus is making that is overlooked, denied, rejected, and even opposed by otherwise reasonable people. Could we encourage you to not be guilty of such a thing and to be determined to return to the way our Lord has provided?  Our motivation could not be purer nor more simple. “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (I Thessalonians 5:21). 
     Who is going to heaven? Well we have undeniably established from the mouth of the Lord that some are eliminated from this reward. “Not everyone” and even “not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord.” Who is then? Jesus has the answer. Join us next week as we study Jesus’ own answer.
     Questions and/or comments concerning this article are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
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Back To The Bible
Who Is Going To Heaven? #4
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21)
     Who did Jesus say was going to heaven? Did He not say “he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven”? Do you believe this simple statement made by the Savior? Do you think you can go to heaven without doing the will of the Father which is in heaven? If we honestly access the doctrines and ideas promoted by mere men, we must conclude that most neither believe nor adhere to what was said right here by the very Jesus they call “Lord” without benefit.  
     If we must do the will of the Father which is in heaven in order to go to heaven, and that is exactly what Jesus affirmed, all the time that is necessary to find out what that will is must be engaged in IF we really want to go to heaven. Who could honestly contend otherwise? Do not be led to believe anything different than what Jesus said right here! This is not guesswork, something based upon a public opinion poll, or simply a practice of long standing. It is the clear declaration of He who made possible and desires our salvation.  
     Because we care about your spiritual well being, we offer these lessons each week. We believe that Jesus was telling the truth. We also believe that when Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:17 “Wherefore, be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is,” that you and I can understand what the will of the Lord is. Do you believe that?
     Think seriously about this. If going to heaven is only possible for those who do the will of the Father which is in heaven and we can understand what the will of the Lord is, who is responsible if I am lost? I am. It’s my own fault. I should have expended the mental energy necessary to determine what the will of the Father is for the express purpose of doing it. This I must do and you must do IF you really want to go to heaven, so says the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
     We are confident that when you open your Bible and examine for yourself what has been there for the taking and applying all alone, you will be enlightened as to how simple and strait forward the Father’s will really is. It really takes help to misunderstand it, but sadly you can find scores of people who will assist (?) you in denying anything and everything inspired men recorded. Nobody needs that kind of “help.” 
    What do we wish to accomplish through an examination of “Who is going to heaven”? Could there be anything more noble than encouraging people to take the Lord at His word? We will continue to provide inspired information that we all need. May our attitude be that we desire just that. Do you? Join us again next week as we contemplate this very distinctive subject material heaven has provided for us. Thank you dear Lord for Your simple, clear, and understandable truth. Amen. 
     Questions and/or comments concerning this article are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
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Back To The Bible
Who Is Going To Heaven? #5
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21)
     Our agenda is the one our Lord taught and demonstrated, and it is the salvation of souls (Luke 19:10; Mark 16:15,16). We promote the clear and definable way that God has provided and which leads to heaven above. Consider what is possible and needful as expressed in I Peter 1:22,23, “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: (23) Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” Who is going to heaven? Those with purified souls. How are souls purified? By obeying the truth. Could any statement be plainer? Truth frees from sin and its terrible consequences (John 8:32). That which is not true will not get the job done. Thus we will teach the truth on this and all subjects, proving it to be so from God’s word, and we will expose the false, showing it to be contrary to God’s word and providing false hope to millions, but why? We want to go to heaven, and we want you to go too. We are not about to apologize for that. 
     Where did you ever read in the New Testament of an alien sinner being told to “say the sinner’s prayer, and ask Jesus to come into your heart and be your personal Savior?” Think about it friends! If going to heaven is dependant on doing the will of the Father, and that’s what Jesus said, and the “sinner’s prayer, ask Jesus” promotion is not the will of the Father which is in heaven (can’t be found), such a person may have done that, but he/she is still in their sins and are not going to heaven because he/she has not done the will of the Father which is in heaven. Can you see that? If not, please let me know.
     Questions and/or comments concerning this article are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
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Back To The Bible
Who Is Going To Heaven? #6
    Since only those who do the will of the Father which is in heaven are going to heaven (Matthew 7:21) when men come up with other ways and other things than what God has revealed they are wrong, in error, teaching contrary to what God has said. Jesus commissioned with these words in Mark 16:15,16 “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. (16) He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” An honest evaluation of this passage would conclude that the proper response to the preaching of the gospel would include believing and be baptized. What does the will of the Father include then according the Lord Himself? Does it not demand believing and be baptized, with the result “shall be saved?” Can a person go to heaven that is not saved? Since believing and being baptized are necessary to be saved, are these not requirements with which one must comply in order to do the will of the Father and go to heaven? Could anything be plainer than that which the Lord here affirmed? Denying it, rejecting it, opposing it, or teaching differently will not remove it. Who “shall be saved?” Jesus said and I agree, “He that believing and is baptized.” What about you? Who would be willing to discuss these matters publicly or privately? This is eternally serious. 
    Questions and/or comments concerning this article are welcomed. Write us at P.O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or 949-4339. Free Bible correspondence course available upon request.
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Back To The Bible
Who Is Going To Heaven? #7
     Since the Lord said going to heaven is dependent upon doing the will of the Father which is in heaven (Matthew 7:21), would it not be proper, right, and needful to ask where in the will of the Father many modern practices are found? We have asked for scriptural justification for any such thing as a “sinner’s prayer” and “asking Jesus to come into your heart” and have received no documentation from God’s word. We conclude that this then simply cannot be the will of the Father which is in heaven. Here are some more things commonly accepted and practiced for which there is absolutely no scriptural authority for such in the will of the Father. If so, tell us where it can be found: Roman Catholicism, popes, cardinals, a college of cardinals, bishops over more than the local church, bead counting, incense burning, image worship (called idolatry in the scriptures), praying to Mary or “saints”, mass, purgatory, denominationalism, sprinkling babies, sprinkling or pouring upon anyone and calling it baptism, a clergy/laity distinction, religious titles, instrumental music in New Testament worship, women preachers, babbling and calling it tongue speaking (which in the early church was speaking in actual languages), observing the Lord’s supper anytime other than every first day of the week, premillennialism, Easter, Christmas, ministerial associations, etc. 
     Friends, obviously we have to get back to the Bible. Since the foundation of all of these practices is not the will of the Father (cannot be found), to accept and do such things cannot be that which insures going to heaven. Who is going to heaven? 
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works. And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity,”(Matthew 7:21-23).
     Questions and/or comments are welcomed. Material is available free of charge on this subject and many others. Write us at P. O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or (423) 949-4339 as we would be thankful to send it to you. Free Bible correspondence course sent upon request also.
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Watch  “Preaching  The  Gospel”  Sunday  At  7:00  A.M.  On  WDEF,  Channel  12.
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Back To The Bible
Who Is Going To Heaven? #8
     Since “all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:” (II Peter 1:3) have been provided, we can know what we must believe and do if heaven is to be our eternal home. Thankfully, that is the way that God has designed it. We are thus obligated to “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth,” (II Timothy 2:15). Therefore seriously consider these matters.
     Jesus told some antagonistic Jews in John 8:24, “ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” What is the clear implication from this affirmation? If anyone refuses to believe that Jesus Christ is Messiah, the Savior heaven has provided, such a person will die unforgiven, in his sins, lost. Can a person who refuses to believe that Jesus Christ is who He claimed to be and was demonstrated to be, the very Son of God, go to heaven? The Lord said, “No,” and that is exactly what we must say too. Thus we see the need for evangelizing, for providing the evidence to lead reasonable and honest people to draw the proper conclusion that Jesus is the Christ. That is what was done in the first century (Acts 2:14-36; Acts 3:12-26; Acts 7:2-53; Acts 10:33-43; Acts 17:16-32) and what must be done today. Consider what John wrote as recorded in John 20:30,31 “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: (31) But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”
     Friends, it is high time that we start examining the evidence for ourselves; that we dust our Bible off with the determination to do the will of the Father so that we can go to heaven. You cannot trust someone else to do your studying for you. When such happens, your faith is in a mere human being and not in God, His Son, and His inspired word. You end up accepting something the Bible does not teach and rejecting what the Bible actually teaches. You will elevate human ideas, traditions, and doctrines as if they were the will of the God. They are not. Multiplied millions superstitiously follow the whims and fancies of somebody or something else which never have been nor ever will be the will of the Father. When such is done it never results in anybody actually being saved nor being prepared to go to heaven. You may rise to prominence in some religious group. You may have great influence among large numbers of people. You may be respected in the community and sought out as some type of authority figure. But Jesus still says, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven,” (Matthew 7:21). This is where we must make our stand.
     Questions and/or comments are welcomed. Material is available free of charge on this subject and many others. Write us at P. O. Box 206, Dunlap, TN 37327 or call (423) 949-3286 or (423) 949-4339 as we would be thankful to send it to you. Free Bible correspondence course sent upon request also.
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